Headteacher’s Newsletter November 2017
Welcome to the latest newsletter; I hope you will enjoy reading about what has been going on at Wrotham
School this term.
We are now well into the new academic year and the incredible success in our summer exam results seems an
age away as we work hard with our current cohort of year 11’s to support them in achieving even greater
success.
In Term One, we have hosted our open evenings and mornings and are pleased to say that these were even
busier than in previous years with more parents attending than ever before. Last year we were hugely oversubscribed and this is likely to be the same this year with many prospective parents telling me that our
reputation as a school has never been better. I would like to thank all of our wonderful students who helped
out. The feedback regarding our prefects and tour guides was incredible. Many visitors found it hard to
believe that these young people had volunteered to take part and that they hadn’t been strictly prepped on
what to say or not to say. Sadly this is common practise at other schools and visitors found our student’s
honesty and enthusiasm refreshing. We are very proud of them.
Term 2 is always a great time at the school. With Christmas celebrations approaching we also have our Prize
Giving, Christmas lunch and for the first time this year our Christmas Bazaar (see more below).
We continue to work hard to make improvements around the school and I am pleased to inform you that the
building work is making excellent progress and is near completion and we look forward to welcoming you to
our newly refurbished M Block in the future.

KENYA TRIP & FUNDRAISING

In preparation for our students Kenya expedition trip next summer, Mr Noad accompanied 15 other teachers
from around the country on a recce trip. Based on his experiences, photos and comments, it's safe to say that
our students are in for a life changing experience. They will be given the opportunity to work with local
communities by building homes, schools and hospitals as well improving the environment around the country.

WROTHAM SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR – KENYA FUNDRAISING
Saturday 2nd December 2017 – 11-2pm
We are moving closer to our Christmas Bazaar and fundraiser to benefit our students charity trip to Kenya. We
would like to thank all of the local businesses and individuals who have donated prizes for our Christmas
Bazaar and raffle. We have accumulated many spectacular prizes for the raffle with first prize being a brand
new mountain bike donated by the companies; Eden, Acclaim and Warner Hurst. Raffle Tickets are available
through the school from Lisa Young and the winning tickets will be drawn at the Bazaar.
Other prizes and auction items below:
1st prize Mountain Bike – donated jointly by Acclaim Building Supplies, Eden Health & Beauty and Warnerhurst
Property Maintenance.
2nd prize Crate of wine – donated by P J Wines
3rd prize Chocolate Hamper – donated by Morrisons of Larkfield

Silent Auction items so far:
BOSCH Hammer Rechargeable Drill from Homebase, Otford (face value £90)
Reciprocating Saw from Wickes, Otford (face value £50)
£25 Gift Voucher from The Rose & Crown, Wrotham
1 day Car Hire from the Morgan Garage, Borough Green
£30 Go-Karting Voucher donated by Lakeside Karting
£100 Travel Voucher donated by LJ Travel of Borough Green
2 x £25 vouchers from Chocolate Raindrops of Wrotham Heath
30 minute flight experience donated by Mr Paul Kitney of Wrotham School
4 x Saracens tickets for 24th March 2018 donated by Saracens Rugby Club
45 minute Reflexology voucher donated by Linda Cooper of West Malling
Set of Tools from SIGMA Building Supplies
We have the Samba Band and Leanne Dibble singing Christmas carols.
If anybody would like to start bidding on these items or any of the other offers, then please drop a sealed bid
into Wrotham School – these will be opened and the highest bidder confirmed on the day of the Christmas
Bazaar (the sealed envelope should have the item you are bidding for on the front and then contact details ie
name and contact number and amount bid should be on a piece of paper sealed inside).
Many thanks to everyone who has very generously donated – your support is much appreciated.
All money raised from the Bazaar goes towards our students Kenya charity trip next summer, check our page
for updates on this fantastic adventure.
All enquiries regarding the Bazaar or the auction please contact lyoung@wrotham.kent.sch.uk

BIOLOGY FIELDTRIP
On the 8th November our Year 13 A level biology students set off to Juniper Hall (a superb 17th century
country house, set in a quiet wooded valley in an unspoilt area of the chalk North Downs) for their 3 day field
trip. This provided a fantastic opportunity for students to develop their practical and analytical skills and was
tailor made to cover the A level fieldwork requirements, including 2 required practicals.
The mornings started with a hearty cooked breakfast followed by students making their packed lunches, then
into the classroom by 9am to prepare for the day’s fieldwork. We visited sites of ecological interest and
carried out a number of investigations, with much of the day spent outdoors collecting data. Studies included;
succession on Mickleham Downs, a population study of pond snails, a freshwater river study, investigation
into animal responses using woodlice and a study of the effects of woodland management. After a wellearned dinner, we were back in the classroom until 8pm to study and draw the organisms collected, carry out
statistical tests and analyse results. Late evening was spent in the common room socialising and international
friendships were built with some students from a school in Gibraltar.

An intense 3 days developing skills through field work has greatly enhanced exam preparation for our Year 13
who did Wrotham School proud with their enthusiasm and attitude to learning.

YOUNG CONSUMER OF THE YEAR – NATIONAL FINAL
After winning the Kent Regional Final earlier this year, Wrotham’s team of four Sixth Form students were
invited to City Hall, London for the National Final of the Young Consumer of the Year competition. The Young
Consumers of the Year is a unique competition, involving hundreds of schools and pupils across the country,
who want to be part of the challenge to become the nation’s top Young Consumers of the Year 2017. This
competition is run by the Trading Standards Advise and Education Centre and is open to students who are
under 18 years of age. It covers a wide range of consumer related topics such as Consumer legislation; Europe
and Travel; Personal Finance and Consumer Rights and Responsibilities.

In advance of the National Final, the team of Thomas Gadd, Katherine Stevens, Joseph Lawton, David Cole and
reserve Katya Ness have spent many days of study to research and prepare for the competition.
The Wrotham team had a very successful morning in the four team challenges, gaining full marks for team
work and initiative. The marks for this enabled them to progress to the quarter finals of the quiz which was
held in the main conference room. They received some difficult questions but achieved enough marks in this
round to qualify as one of the four teams in the final. In the final, which adopted a University Challenge style
quiz, the team took an early lead but were closely followed by the team for London who finally overtook them
in the final round of the competition, with the team from Wrotham competing strongly to gain the runner up
position in the competition. Through their 2nd place overall in this prestigious National Final, Tom, Katherine,
Joe, David and Katya should be very proud to have represented Wrotham School at the highest level. In
addition they have gained a massive amount of knowledge surrounding their rights and responsibilities as well
as an experience which they will be able to use in their future University and employment applications.
BUILDING WORKS AND SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS
Building Works Update: As you will know it has been very busy here over the half term holiday with
construction work underway to make significant and much needed improvements to our main school building.
I am pleased to say that this work is almost completed and students have returned to new flooring
throughout M Block, newly painted rooms and brand new double glazed windows. The new fascia for the
whole front of the school and the gym is almost complete. I have attached some photos of the work
completed and in progress and will keep you updated as each element is finished.

SIXTH FORM AT WROTHAM
Applications to join our Sixth Form and to explore the broad and high aspiring curriculum we offer for post 16
students is now open. Many of you were able to join us for our Sixth Form Open Evening but if you weren’t
able to make this event you can view our prospectus and course options by following this link:
Prospectus:
https://wrothamschoolsixthform.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/2018-2019-wrotham-sixth-formprospectus.pdf
More information on how to apply can be found here:
https://wrothamschoolsixthform.wordpress.com/how-to-apply/
Applications can be made here using your unique log in number:
http://www.ucasprogress.com

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
21st October 2017

Our DofE silver practice expeditions went out over the half term break. Students plan their own routes and have to
organise their expedition to the finest detail. Although they are supervised by the staff team along the way it is
completely organised by the students and teaches them an incredible range of life skills such as provision planning,
map reading and team leadership.
Now in its third year, the DofE award has been a runaway success at Wrotham School, the expeditions have now
started for 2017 and below are a selection of pictures of the Bronze groups first DofE expedition. If you are
interested in taking part in the DofE award or would like more information, please contact Mrs Flannery in the PE
department.

CAREERS FAIR AND TALKS

On 8th November 2017 we hosted our 2nd "in house" careers fair. Students thoroughly enjoyed visiting stalls
and demonstrations presented by a wide range of companies and representatives from industry. Also present
were staff from universities and colleges who were on hand to discuss education pathways and course options
for after Sixth Form. The students got to speak and talk to professionals about their career pathways and to
explore their options for their futures.
If you run a business and would like to represent your industry at our next careers fair, please contact
Mrs P Cheval at pcheval@wrotham.kent.sch.uk
As part of our wider careers week, we also welcomed Canterbury and Christchurch University to deliver a
careers and higher education talk to our Year 8 students. This talk got students thinking about the pathways
open to them in the future and aimed to inspire them whilst making their options choices for GCSE.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE – ITALY TRIP
As part of their International Baccalaureate studies our Sixth Formers went on a visit to Sorrento and the
Amalfi Coast in Italy. As you will see from the photos the students had an incredible experience exploring the
vibrant culture, history and landscape of the region. These trips are run to develop language skills and cultural
awareness. Focused specifically on broadening experience, the students were encouraged to interact and
involve themselves with the local food, culture and history. As you can imagine they had a fantastic time and
enjoyed much better weather than we experienced back home at the school!
Itinerary:
Day 1- Exploring Sorrento
Day 2- Capri, visiting the Emperors gardens
Day 3- Pompeii and Vesuvius
Day 4- Coach trip around Amalfi Coast, visiting Amalfi and Ravello
Day 5- Exploring Sorrento and home

NEW GROUP NAMES IN YEARS 7 & 8
In order to make our Year 7 and 8 group names and pathways clearer, we have renamed our sets in Years 7
and 8. The list below shows the new names and how these translate to our previous A-E group names.
GROUP NAME – (BEFORE SEPT 2017)
A
B
C
D
E

GROUP NAME (FROM SEPTEMBER 2017)
INSPIRE
PROFESSIONAL ACADEMIC B
PROFESSIONAL ACADEMIC A
BACCALAUREATE B (EBACC PATHWAY)
BACCALAUREATE A (EBACC PATHWAY)

Abbreviation
I
PAB
PAA
EBB
EBA

SCHOOL PRODUCTION – ALICE IN WONDERLAND – 13TH & 14TH DECEMBER 2017
This year’s Christmas production is Alice in Wonderland. Many of you who have experienced performances at
the school know just how good these are and this year is no exception. The cast and crew have taken a new
and exciting direction with this production and the play will be experienced in “the round” as the play unfolds
in front of the audience. Tickets are still available and these can be purchased from the drama department or
on Sco-Pay via the school website. Tickets cost £6.00 for adults, £3.50 for concessions/children and a family
ticket can also be purchased for additional savings.

BFI FILM FESTIVAL TRIP (STUDENT ARTICLE)
On Thursday 12th October, our Year 12 Film class went on a trip to the British Film Institute Film Festival on
London’s Southbank. We watched some amazing short films from young directors and screenwriters which
were rather inspiring, giving us some ideas for our own. Unfortunately, we were a little bit late, but
nevertheless, we saw some of the most inspirational and beautifully put-together films which combined
culture, passion and art into one montage of movies. The aim of our trip was to gain some first-hand
experience and get some advice on how to make great films; and I firmly believe that it worked. Personally, it
made me realise that films are not just something to be watched, but also a wonderful art form. Even in my
first term of film studies I still found myself subconsciously analysing every aspect and detail of the films, from
the camera angles to the costume to the editing.
After the viewings of the films, we had the opportunity to talk to the teams who put the films together - all of
them under the age of thirty – they were mainly university graduates. This was truly eye-opening as it made
us realise that you don’t need to live in Hollywood, have thousands of pounds to make a good film, or have
even have lots of experience, but the main things that are needed are communication, a good imagination
and most importantly- teamwork. The films’ directors were all very friendly and were willing to show their
craft and show what a bit of imagination, cooperation and friendliness can do to make a stunning film. We all
had fun and I can’t wait until next year when new short films unroll all over again, but most of all, I cannot
wait until we get the opportunity to pick up the camera ourselves and make a wonderful film for others to
enjoy. Written by Yasmin Hurley (Year 12)

SPORTING SUCCESS

Maisie Christie
More sporting success from Maisie Christie. This time she competed at the national school show-jumping
championships. She had a warm up class with nearly 100 competitors and she came 3rd, the championship
classes had over 200 in one of her classes and she came 10th. She was close to reaching the final but
unfortunately “caught a pole” in her final class, leaving her just short of qualification. Most of all Maisie was
thrilled by the opportunity to meet other riders from all over the country.

Callum Whybrow
For those of you that keep up to date with our talented Callum Whybrow and his motorsports success, it will
come as no surprise that Callum finished 3rd in Britain for his category at an recent international event.
Callum was up against the best riders, many of whom are sponsored professionally.
Callum is also being nominated for Young Sportsman of the Year 2018, Kent and Sussex having already won
this in 2014. We wish him the best of luck and are very proud of his success in this highly competitive industry.

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS
Each term I like to highlight just a few students that I am aware have made exceptional progress or effort in
their work both inside and outside of school. Remember to keep the school updated about any success our
young people may have outside of school; we love to hear about it and to share it with our community.
ICT
Year 9 - Joshua Wingfield and Alex Harvey for listening and developing skills in publication design and making
amazing progress in a short space of time.
Year 11 - Emily Snowden Brewer in ICT for excellent attitude, quality of work and determination to get the
highest grade.

History
Year 7 – Oliver Osman for outstanding effort, understanding and quantity of work produced in lesson.
Year 8 – Joe Stanton for outstanding effort, understanding and quantity of work produced in lesson.
Year 10 – Sam Stephens for the most amount of revision done for the PPEs in the class and effort in lessons.
Year 12 – Izzy Hewitt, Ben Lennox-Kay and Alex Beaumont for an outstanding start to A Level History.
Lucy Cahill, Megan Palmer and Megan Darg have all had a fantastic start to Criminology, particularly as it is a
new subject to them all. They are all extremely engaged and complete their work to a high standard.
English
Year 11 - Lara Ainley, Samuel Seex, Josh Rogers, Mollie Cannon, Nathan Lee, Jay Wardrope for effort and
hard work in English.

Art
Year 7 - Jack Stevens for exemplary behaviour.
Year 10 - Louise Potts and Samantha Stevens have been working tirelessly in art at lunchtimes to ensure that
they complete all sketchbook work to the highest standard.

Sixth Form – Charlotte Martin – For her work with Time to Change, promoting mental health awareness
around the school and general contribution to fundraising and the wider life of the school.

SCIENCE – TASSOMAI
After last year’s pilot run, we are pleased to introduce “Tassomai” into Year 11 to support Science revision.
This is an App/Program that give targeted and personalised science revision questions to students and adapts
it to their ability based on their success rates. The Science department have created a league for how many
questions are completed by each student in the last 7 days. Temi Suleiman has completed an incredible 2308
questions in the last 7 days and currently tops the league. The bar has been set high!

Thank you for your continued support of our school community and I hope this newsletter was useful and
worthwhile, I look forward to contacting you again soon with more updates on school life at Wrotham.
Kind Regards
Mr M Cater
Headteacher

